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DON'T WIDEN THE PLATE

I read an article several years ago about a 76 year old coach, John Scolinos, giving a speech at a
coach's convention in Nashville. As the story goes, all levels of baseball coaches were present.
Mr. Scolinos came on stage with Home Plate hanging on his chest.

He begin to ask each coach group, "How wide is Home Plate? Seventeen inches. How wide was it for
Babe Ruth? Seventeen inches. How wide for Little League all the way to the Pros. Seventeen inches."

He asked "What do you do with a Little Leaguer or a Professional when they can't get the ball within
that Seventeen inches. You move him or work to get him to throw the ball within the Seventeen inches.
We don't change the rules just to fit the pitcher."”

He went on to deal with the need in society to stick to the rules. He said, "If I am lucky, you will
remember one thing from this old coach today. It is this: If we fail to hold ourselves to a higher stand-
ard, a standard of what we know to be right; if we fail to hold our spouses and our children to the same
standard, if we are unwilling or unable to provide a consequence when they do not meet the standard, and
if our schools and churches and our government fail to hold themselves accountable to those they serve,
there is not one thing to look forward to.....

Coach Scolinos died in 2009. Just how much further down that road we've come since 2009. The last
10 years have seen us not only widen the plate, but shred it into something quite unrecognizable. Is it
too late? We can feel the forces of evil trying to push us beyond the parameters we have set for our-
selves as Americans and Christians. We see it in our national election process and in the doctrines of our
Churches. Any means is permissive to achieve the end result desired by the Enemy. It is up to us to hold
the line, and we must never, ever agree to widen the plate.

Jeremiah 17:10 "I the LORD search the heart and test the mind, to give every man according to his
ways, according to the fruit of his deeds."

What a great story of truth. The church can do many different things to attract lost and un-
churched folks to come hear the Gospel and participate. But we must never open up the Gospel to be
changed just to help someone feel more comfortable or not be critical of us.

I've heard from some groups that the Church is creating problems for people because of its position
on certain social issues. Some even accuse the Church of being the reason youth are doing some serious
damage to their lives. I say, could it be that the Church is right and some folks are feeling guilty due to
the working of the Holy Spirit and are damaging their lives from the guilt, not the position of the Church.

We need to hold to the things we know to be true and always be compassionate with those who
disagree. We need to state our beliefs and put an arm around those who say they are hurt by our truth.
Jesus was never cruel toward the unbeliever. The only folks he had harsh words for were those in the
religfious E?mmunity who wanted to widen the plate, change God's standards to make themselves more
comfortable.

We do need to get out of our historical boxes for ministry, but not out of our box for the truth.
Don't widen the Plate of the Gospel, just to make someone comfortable.
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October 01—Barbara Poff
October 02—Jeff Funkhouser
October 04—Angela Huff
October 04—Betty Boothe
October 14—Debbie Snellings
October 15—Debbie Tanner
October 15—Shepherd Wade
October 18—Damion Blosser
October 19—Janie Jones
October 23—John Diamond Sr.
October 24—Andy Bandy
October 24—Kaitlyn Diamond
October 29—Vera Lee

~ Planning Team ~
6:30 p.m Leadership/ Planning
Team will meet on Monday,
September 30th at the
church to work on the

Calendar for the upcoming
church year.
David Thomas

~Calvary's Mountain Toppers~

@ Movie Night at the church
Galvarr on Saturday, October
19th at 7:00 p-m. We will be
watching "6od's Not Dead 3:
A Light in Darkness". We will
have refreshments after the
movie. Come out and join us!
Danny & Carol Vaughn, Leaders
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WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY

Carol Vaughn,
Leader

~Women's Bible Study~

Women's Bible Study on Thursday,

Calvary October 3rd at 10:00 a.m. at the

church. We will be flmshmg up Dr.

David Jeremiah's Book "Overcomer".

discussing the last chapter -Chap‘rer 10
"Overcoming Death with Life".

We will be




Kid's Corner
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Directions: After unscrambling each leaf's word, follow the vine to complete the Bible verse.

caepe e delfis
What you need:

,I : lﬁ‘
* 1/4 cup maple syrup -V‘

[
I
* 1 tsp. pumpkin pie spice "
* 1/8 tsp. salt ' ""

* 2/3 cup pecan pieces

o 1/3 cup roasted pumpkiﬂ ‘.
seeds #

* 1/3 cup almonds
* 1/4 cup raisins
* 2/3 cup dried fruit (any) Galatians
\{Vhifl you do: . - 69 — (James 3:18
. Microwave syrup, spices, ® 9 ‘

seeds and nuts for 30
seconds at a time, stirring
frequently, until mixture

. Peacemakerswhosowin_ _ _ _ reap a harvest of
thickens, ight James 3:18, NIV
2. Spread the mixture on a rignteousness. James v:1o,
baking SheeLt lined I“’Idé letusnotbecome in doing good, for at the proper
K:fdlz iper' et coolan time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Galatians 6:9, NIV
3. Break the candied nuts | tell you, open your eyes and look atthe _ !
into chunks. Combine They are ripe for harvest. John 4:35, NIV

with dried fruit.
4. Store in airtight container.
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 Calvary Baptist Church Calendar October 2019

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 = 3 4 5
7:00 p.m. 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study Ladies Bible
Study at the
church
6 s 7 8 9 10 11 12
Music q
Sounds Of Ky
Harmony 7:00 p.m.
Lords Supper 7:00 p.m. Bible Study
Business
Deacons’  pe.m wess Meeting
Meeting |22 381
following
morning worship
13 & 14 15 16 17 18 19 o
M[.jFSTé 'mu:I C‘\;‘;/”y
Teresa Epperly 6:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m.
No Bible Study |Friends and Mtn Toppers
Food Movie night at
the Church
20 21 22 23 1z 24 25 2
Suem\»& q 6
Music 8
Deb Funkhouser 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study
27 e 28 29 30 1z 31
Music D
Sounds Of 7:00 p.m.
Harmony Bible Study
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